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Minutes of the Worksession
Denali Borough Planning Commission
Tri-Valley Community Center
July 15, 2014

Call to Order: The Planning Commission Worksession began at 6:50 PM.

Roll Call: Planning Commissioners present were Patricia GRIGGS, Ryan JUSCZAK, Lee LIGHTFOOT, Mark
MENKE, and Baxter MERCER. Molly MCKINLEY, Sid MICHAELS, Steve JONES, and Kesslyn TENCH were
absent.

Denali Borough Code — Title Real Property
Hannah Ragland of Panguingue Creek Subdivision

Ms. Ragland, who attended the worksession dedicated to a table top exercise for the development of a
Panguingue B Management Plan, apologized to the commission for not emailing the map prepared at the
meeting and setting up a meeting with Friends of Stampede to weigh-in on the topic. In discussing the issue
with members of the group, Ms. Ragland found that there was reluctance to put anything concrete on a map
as there are presently no definitions to clarify how a word on a map might be interpreted and the commission
has yet to finalize the chapters in Title 4 relating to classification and management of borough property. The
commission should first finalize the code, including definitions for land uses, and then the public can get
involved in providing feedback on the planning of certain parcels of land.

Susan Braun of Panguingue Creek Subdivision

Ms. Braun stated that she agreed with the sentiments expressed by Ms. Ragland and that the commission
should be looking at the big picture when attempting to develop a strategy on how to manage borough
property.

Barbara Brease of Healy, AK
Ms. Brease expressed agreement with Ms. Ragland and Ms. Braun and suggested that without code being
finalized and definitions being provided the planning process would become piecemeal and fragmented.

Mayor Walker thanked the public for their comments and suggested that they provide them also during the
Public Hearing, which follows the worksession.

Commissioner comments on this topic included the following:

e The commission has gotten bogged down in its efforts to revise Title 4.

e  Management plans created by the commission, not classification, is the way to go.

e The definitions that have been compiled in a document now before the commission, last worked on
by Commissioner GRIGGS, should be adopted.

e The effort to revise Title 4 was prompted by the following issues: two land use permits/leases
inherited from the State of Alaska via the Municipal Entitlement Program and the process to classify
the Mile 1.7 Stampede Road gravel pit.

e The commission does have at its disposal the classification chapter presently in code, which includes
definitions of the land uses enumerated.

e  The worksession on creating a management plan for Panguingue B was slated as an exercise for the
commission to determine how to go about managing borough lands. The map produced was not
something that was meant to be an actual action plan.

e A boundary survey is presently being done on Panguingue B as per instructions provided by the state.

e The Denali Borough has not created any subdivisions to date.
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2. Draft 2 Chapter 9.15 Zoning — Proposed Amendment: Height Restrictions
This document was drafted by Commissioner JONES with the expressed intent of preserving an area
in the borough for future development of a regional airport. The commission has sent a proposed
zoning ordinance for the airport reserve to the assembly. Any entity wishing to erect a structure over
40 feet in height would be required to go to the assembly for approval of that project. Safety and the
ability of our local fire departments to fight structural fires also factored into the perceived need for
this ordinance.

3. Comp Plan Review — Chapters1,2,and 3
There was no discussion on this item as time allotted for the worksession ended.

Mark MENKE moved to close the worksession; Ryan JUSCZAK seconded. The VOTE to end the worksession
PASSED unanimously.

Adjournment: The Planning Commission Worksession ended @ 7:13 PM.

APPROVED:
Sid MICHAELS, Presiding Officer
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