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Minutes of the Public Hearing
Denali Borough Assembly
Cantwell School
November 20, 2012

CALL TO ORDER: The public hearing was called to order by Presiding Officer Robert Kohlsdorf at

6:00 PM.

ROLL CALL: Assembly members present: David EVANS, Robert KOHLSDORF, Terry ASBURY,

Rusty LASELL, Paddy TATUM and Clay WALKER. Absent. Gordon CARLSON.

Seeing no items on the public hearing agenda, the Assembly adjourned at 6:00 PM.

e [
APPROVED: v/ %/:,. WC,U&/

Clay Walkrr, Presiding Officer

-

-

ATTEST: Date Approved: DECEMBER 12, 2012

Gail Pieknik, Borough Clerk
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Minutes of the Regular Meeting
Denali Borough Assembly
Cantwell School
November 20, 2012

CALL TO ORDER: Presiding Officer Robert KOHLSDOREF called the regular meeting to order at

6:01 PM. Mayor David Talerico led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance.

OATH OF OFFICE: Borough Clerk Gail Pieknik led Clay Walker in the Oath of Office. Mr.
Kohlsdorf, no longer holding an assembly seat, relinquished the chair. Newly elected members Rick
Weibel and Jared Zimmerman took seats at the table, having taken the Oath of Office prior to the
meeting.

Terry ASBURY MOVED to nominate Clay Walker as Presiding Officer pro tempore. Paddy Tatum
seconded. The VOTE by show of hands was unanimous.

ROLL CALL
Assembly members present: Terry ASBURY, Rusty LASELL, Paddy TATUM, Richard WEIBEL,
Jared ZIMMERMAN, Clay WALKER and David EVANS. Absent: Gordon CARLSON.

Rusty LASELL MOVED to excuse Mr. Carlson. David EVANS seconded. The VOTE by show of
hands was unanimous.

SELECTION OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Terry ASBURY MOVED to nominate Clay Walker as Presiding Officer. David EVANS seconded.
Rick WEIBEL MOVED to close nominations. David EVANS seconded. The VOTE to close
nominations by show of hands was unanimous. The VOTE on the main motion nominating Clay
Walker as Presiding Officer by show of hands was unanimous.

SELECTION OF DEPUTY PRESIDING OFFICER

Terry ASBURY MOVED to nominate David Evans as Deputy Presiding Officer. Rick WEIBEL
seconded. David EVANS suggested another nomination be made.

Presiding Officer Clay WALKER relinquished the chair to Terry Asbury at 6:07 pm.

Clay WALKER nominated Rick Weibel as Deputy Presiding Officer. Dévid EVANS seconded. Mr.
Weibel noted that he would be absent from the next two assembly meetings. It was noted that, if
both the Presiding Officer and Deputy Presiding Officer are absent from a meeting, the assembly
would appoint a temporary Presiding Officer.

Presiding Officer Walker resumed the chair at 6:08 pm.

David EVANS MOVED to close nominations for Deputy Presiding Officer. Terry ASBURY
seconded. The VOTE by show of hands was unanimous.

The VOTE by secret ballot for Deputy Presiding Officer was unanimous, selecting Rick Weibel.
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PUBLIC COMMENTS
Marge Nord, Cantwell resident, thanked Mayor David Talerico for his service to the Denali Borough,
and his support of the local fire departments.

AGENDA
David EVANS MOVED to approve the agenda as submitted. Rick WEIBEL seconded.

Terry ASBURY MOVED to amend the agenda by adding item G.2.) Mayor Talerico’s letter of
resignation under Communications and Appearance Request; and item 1.4.) Resolution pertaining to
communication from legal counsel under Resolutions. Rick WEIBEL seconded. The VOTE by show
of hands was unanimous.

The VOTE by show of hands on the main motion to approve the agenda was unanimous.

MINUTES

October 10, 2012 Assembly Public Hearing-

Rick WEIBEL MOVED to approve the October 10, 2012 public hearing minutes as submitted. Terry
ASBURY seconded. The VOTE by show of hands was unanimous.

October 10, 2012 Assembly Regular Meeting-
Rick WEIBEL MOVED to approve the October 10, 2012 regular meeting minutes as submitted.
Terry ASBURY seconded. The VOTE by show of hands was unanimous.

REPORTS

September 2012 Financial Report

David EVANS MOVED to receive the September 2012 financial report. Rick WEIBEL seconded.
The VOTE by show of hands was unanimous.

MAYOR'S REPORT

Mayor David Talerico reported that the borough experienced a successful election season, and
thanked newly elected assembly members for running for open seats. Mayor Talerico drew the
assembly’s attention to a handout from the Environmental Protection Agency regarding disposal of
household appliances containing Freon. All special waste is separated at the Denali Borough
Landfill, and costs for extracting Freon are about $1,500 per year. Mayor Talerico also reported that
the Department of Education and Early Development has updated their capital improvement
projects, and the Cantwell School Sprinkler Installation project has risen to ninth in order of priority.
The borough’s match on the sprinkler project is estimated to be $176,216, and the Major School
Maintenance Reserve Fund exceeds that amount. A special election timeline was presented to
assembly members delineating tasks related to a special election per Denali Borough Code.
Mayor Talerico reported that larger ticket items for State of Alaska budget requests are more
successful if they are connected to a municipality request and smaller projects requested by the
entity. Mayor Talerico also reported that he will resign as Mayor effective December 12, 2012, and
that it has been an honor and a privilege to serve the Denali Borough. The mayor attended an
Alaska Railroad Corporation meeting, and reported that the Otto Lake Lease has been approved for
a fifteen year renewal. Mayor Talerico introduced Steve Eddington, Emergency Services Director.

SCHOOL REPORT
Denali Borough School District (DBSD) Superintendent Dr. Jim Elliott thanked Mayor Talerico for his
support of funding DBSD to the maximum amount, and his advocacy for capital projects. Dr. Elliott
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noted that former School Maintenance Supervisor Justin Mason played a large part in capital
projects, thanked David Evans for his help with the Anderson water project, and noted that
enroliment projections were about 200 students low with current DBSD enroliment at just over 900
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students.

ASSEMBLY COMMENTS
Paddy TATUM and Terry ASBURY had no comment.

Rusty LASELL thanked those present for attending the meeting, and thanked Marge and Dale
Nord for their help through the years. Mr. Lasell noted that Mayor Talerico is one of the most
respected mayors in the state, and will be missed.

Rick WEIBEL thanked the assembly and voters for their confidence in him, and stated that he
will do his best to hold up his end of the bargain.

Jared ZIMMERMAN commented that he is looking forward to working with assembly and getting
to know people throughout the borough a bit better.

Clay WALKER welcomed newly elected assembly members, thanked the voters for their trust in
reseating him, and thanked Robert Kohlsdorf for his work as Presiding Officer over the past year.

David EVANS thanked Robert Kohisdorf for his service on the assembly and commented that it
has been a pleasure to work with him. Mr. Evans welcomed newly elected assembly members,
and had high praise for Dr. Elliott with whom he had worked closely with on the Anderson water
project.

David EVANS MOVED to request Jared Zimmerman work with the borough office staff to select
a place for assembly meetings in the borough's new district. Rusty LASELL seconded. The
VOTE by show of hands was 6-1 with Paddy TATUM opposed.

COMMUNICATION AND APPEARANCES

Ahtna Corporation: Kathryn Martin, Vice President of Land Resources, to discuss detachment of
Ahtna Corporation lands from Mat-Su Borough and annexation of these lands into the Denali
Borough.

Kathryn Martin, Vice President of Land Resources for Ahtna Corporation thanked the assembly
for the opportunity to provide information on the proposed annexation of land from the
Matanuska-Susitna Borough by the Denali Borough. In 2003, the Denali Borough worked with
the Community of Cantwell to pursue legislation to annex land south of Cantwell. The attempt
was unsuccessful. Ahtna shareholders are now obtaining title to their property, and some town-
site boundaries are in the Matanuska-Susitna Borough. The annexation of property would
benefit Cantwell residents, Denali Borough residents, and Ahtna shareholders.

Mayor Talerico noted that the Matanuska-Susitna Borough mayor does not seem to be opposed
to the annexation, that emergency medical response in the north end of the Matanuska-Susitna
Borough is from Cantwell and not from the Matanuska-Susitna Borough. Ahtna shareholders live
in the Denali Borough and attend Denali Borough Schools.
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MAYOR’'S RESIGNATION LETTER

Rick WEIBEL MOVED to accept Mayor David Talerico’s letter of resignation effective December 12,
2012. Rusty LASELL seconded. Mayor Talerico stated this decision did not come lightly, that he is
very impressed with the community and the people who live here. Discussion followed regarding the
timing of a special election to elect a new mayor, and the countdown to the special election would
start when the assembly takes action to appoint a mayor pro tempore. The VOTE by show of hands
on the motion to accept Mayor David Talerico’s letter of resignation was unanimous.

RESOLUTIONS:
RESOLUTION 12-22: A resolution identifying and prioritizing state of Alaska budget requests for
fiscal year 2014.

Rick WEIBEL MOVED to approve Resolution 12-22. Rusty LASELL seconded.

Rick WEIBEL MOVED to replace Resolution 12-22 with Resolution 12-22, Version B. David EVANS
seconded.

Jared Zimmerman disclosed that he is currently president of the Panguingue Creek Homeowners
Association, an entity requesting funds within the resolution. Mayor Talerico ruled that Mr.
Zimmerman would not personally gain from the item, and may participate in discussion and voting.
Points of discussion that followed include the effect of borough prioritization of projects versus
Legislative prioritization and actions of the borough that may move projects further along. Rusty
LASELL disclosed that he is Chief of the Tri-Valley Volunteer Fire Department (TVVFD), and
directed attention to a letter from TVVFD requesting that a van-type ambulance be added to the list.
The VOTE by show of hands on the motion to replace Resolution 12-22 with Resolution 12-22,
Version B was unanimous.

David EVANS MOVED to amend Resolution 12-22, Version B, by adding $600,000 for a Municipal
Building design project. Rick WEIBEL seconded. The VOTE by show of hands was 5-2 as follows;
Aye - Jared ZIMMERMAN, David EVANS, Rick WEIBEL, Rusty LASELL, Clay WALKER; No — Terry
ASBURY, Paddy TATUM. The motion passed.

Rick WEIBEL MOVED to amend Resolution 12-22, Version B by adding $118,000 for Tri-Valley
Volunteer Fire Department to purchase a new ambulance that would be better for the transport of
patients from the Denali Borough to appropriate medical facilities. The VOTE by show of hands was
6-1 as follows: Aye - Rusty LASELL, Jared ZIMMERMAN, David EVANS, Terry ASBURY, Rick
WEIBEL, Clay WALKER; No — Paddy TATUM. The motion passed.

Points of discussion that followed included infrastructure projects that will grow borough
communities, the sustainability of projects, population decline in the borough and absence of
property tax within the borough.

The roll call VOTE on the main motion to approve Resolution 12-22 was unanimous.

RESOLUTION 12-23: A resolution to reappoint check signers to the Denali Borough accounts.

Rick WEIBEL MOVED to approve Resolution 12-23. David EVANS seconded.
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Terry ASBURY MOVED to postpone Resolution 12-23 to the next meeting. Rick WEIBEL
seconded. The VOTE by show of hands was unanimous.

It was noted that Denali Borough Code calls for every resolution to be introduced in writing and
orally read before vote for passage is taken.

RESOLUTION 12-24: A resolution authorizing a land selection agent for Denali Borough Municipal
Entitlement Lands.

Rusty LASELL MOVED to approve Resolution 12-24. Rick WEIBEL seconded. It was noted that
authorization as a land selection agent has historically been granted to the land planner. The roll
call VOTE to approve Resolution 12-24 was unanimous.

MEETING RECESS
Presiding Officer Clay Walker called for a meeting recess at 7:33 pm. The meeting resumed at 8:08
pm.

RESOLUTION 12-25: A resolution clarifying the term of mayor pro tempore

Rick WEIBEL MOVED to approve Resolution 12-25. Terry ASBURY seconded. A point of
discussion that followed was assembly action that would start the special election process.

Rusty LASELL MOVED to postpone Resolution 12-25 to the next meeting. Rick WEIBEL seconded.
A point of discussion that followed was the number of days allowed for a special election, and the
importance of giving citizens maximum notice of a special election and maximum time to campaign.

The VOTE by show of hands on the motion to postpone Resolution 12-25 was 4-3 as follows: Aye —
Clay WALKER, Rick WEIBEL, Rusty LASELL, Jared ZIMMERMAN; No — David EVANS, Paddy
TATUM, Terry ASBURY. The motion passed.

OTHER BUSINESS
Environmental Mitigation Project (GVEA) Consent Decree and the solid fuel burning appliance
exchange program within the Denali Borough update.

A Consent Decree has been developed by Golden Valley Electric Association (GVEA) and
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) regarding the Healy Clean Coal Project. Per the
Environmental Mitigation Project contained in the Decree, funds are designated for a Denali Stove
Change Out Project that would follow the guidelines of the Fairbanks North Star Borough's (FNSB)
program. Neither FNSB nor Denali Borough was notified by the parties involved of this requirement
in the Decree, nor has there been communication between the Denali Borough and the parties.
FNSB is currently working to amend their Stove Change Out program, and the question was raised if
the Decree would bind the borough to the program in place at the time of the Consent Decree. The
Denali Borough has no identified non-attainment areas as required in the FNSB Program. The
amount of funding for the Denali Borough in the Decree is $75,000. It was noted that this is not a
free stove program. There would be administrative costs to enacting a program.

Rusty LASELL MOVED to request that the administration contact borough legal counsel to ask for
guidance and an opinion on the options available to the borough. Jared ZIMMERMAN seconded.

Denali Borough Assembly =) & of 8
Minutes of the Regular Meeting 49859
November 20, 2012 FINAL



Yo JJES. CHPNIC CPNE. . WEPINL UL VRN WL, SRR R ¥
COO~NITNPWN_2CO0ONIIOPE, WHN =

NNRONNN
OO WN =

NN
oo~

WWWWN
WN =~ O

w
N

AL DDDADMOWOWW®
O~NONPAERWN2OOO~NOW,

The VOTE by show of hands was 5-2 as follows: Aye — Rusty LASELL, Jared ZIMMERMAN, David
EVANS, Rusty LASELL, Clay WALKER; No — Paddy TATUM, Terry ASBURY. The motion passed.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Hannah Ragland, Panguingue Creek Subdivision resident, commented that Mayor Talerico will be
missed, and thanked Clay Walker for running to keep his seat on the assembly. Ms. Ragland also
commented that she is a board member of the Denali Citizens Council (DCC), and was involved with
GVEA while working on the Environmental Mitigation Project Consent Decree. The DCC advocated
for funds for energy efficiency projects, though not specifically a stove trade out project. Ms.
Ragland supported consulting both GVEA and the EPA, as well as going to www.epa.gov/burnwise.
Ms. Ragland expressed her appreciation for the assembly’s stepping back and looking at the issue
more closely prior to taking action.

ASSEMBLY COMMENTS
David EVANS and Terry ASBURY had no comment.

Clay WALKER thanked those present for their support, and commented that he would work hard
fo be prepared for the mayor's vacancy.

Jared ZIMMERMAN commented that he looks forward to working with fellow assembly members
and borough staff.

Rick WEIBEL recognized Mayor Talerico for his hard work as mayor, and for the ease of working
with him.

Rusty LASELL thanked those in attendance for coming to the meeting, and thanked Robert
Kohlsdorf for the work he had done on the assembly.

Paddy TATUM welcomed new assembly members, and thanked the audience for attending the
meeting.

Mayor David Talerico commented that Alaska State Trooper Sergeant Ronnie Simmons was in
attendance at the meeting, and thanked all local troopers for their service in our borough. Mayor
Talerico also thanked Robert Kohlsdorf for his work on the assembly.

NEXT ASSEMBLY MEETING:
The next regular meeting of the Borough Assembly will be held at the Anderson School on
December 12, 2012; Public Hearing at 6:00 PM, and regular meeting to follow.

ADJOURN: Presiding Officer Clay Walker adjourned the regular meeting at 8:55 PM.

APPROVED: f Qm(/\j M

Clay Walker, \rre&dlng Officer

-
»~

ATTEST: Date Approved: DECEMBER 12, 2012
Gail Pieknik, Borough Clerk
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