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Minutes of the Public Hearing 1 


Denali Borough Planning Commission 2 


Tri-Valley Community Center 3 


September 15, 2015 4 


 5 


 6 


 7 


Call to Order   8 


Presiding officer Sid MICHAELS called the public hearing to order at 7:15 PM. 9 


 10 


Roll Call   11 


Planning Commissioners present were Lee LIGHTFOOT, Baxter MERCER, Sid MICHAELS, Kesslyn 12 


TENCH, Barbara BREASE, Anne CAPISTRANT, and Susan BRAUN.  Absent: Steve JONES and Mark 13 


MENKE.  Mayor Clay Walker was also present. 14 


 15 


 16 


1. Healy Transfer Station Location 17 


No comments. 18 


 19 


 20 


2. Planning Services by Agnew::Beck: Borough Land Management 21 


Otto Lake resident Susan Gauvin expressed her concern about the Otto Lake area road and 22 


trail deterioration and safety concerns due to seasonal commercial activity. Some of the 23 


land utilized by the commercial operators is Denali Borough property and Ms. Gauvin asked 24 


the planning commission to consider the following items prior to the 2016 summer season: 25 


 Adopt a commercial use permit process similar to the one that the State of Alaska 26 


requires for commercial use on State land including road and trail maintenance 27 


requirements. 28 


 Establish the authority to revoke commercial use permits 29 


 Require map and description information regarding commercial activity routes and 30 


locations including the number of motorized vehicles entering borough property. 31 


 Require borough approval for new road or trail development. 32 


 Establish the authority to close roads and trails due to poor conditions. 33 


 Determine a cap on the number of motorized vehicles utilizing borough property. 34 


 Establish a per vehicle road and trail user fee that could be used to provide road and 35 


trail maintenance. 36 


 Establish the authority to administer public easements that can restrict the amount 37 


of commercial activity along the easement. 38 


 39 


Otto Lake resident Ivana Haverlikova expressed her concern about the road and trail 40 


deterioration in the Otto Lake area.  She asked the planning commission to consider 41 
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regulations to better manage the commercial use of borough property, particularly motorized 1 


vehicle use of the roads and trails. 2 


 3 


Adjournment  4 


The Public Hearing was adjourned at 7:26 PM. 5 


 6 


 7 


 8 


 9 


 10 


APPROVED: ____________________________________________  11 


Sid MICHAELS, Presiding Officer 12 


 13 


 14 


 15 


 16 


ATTEST:  _______________________________________________  17 


   Amber Renshaw, Deputy Clerk 18 


 19 


 20 


Date Approved: _______________ 21 
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Minutes of the Regular Meeting 1 


Denali Borough Planning Commission 2 


Tri-Valley Community Center 3 


September 15, 2015 4 


 5 


Call to Order  6 


Presiding officer Sid MICHAELS called the regular meeting to order at 7:26 PM. 7 


 8 


Roll Call 9 


Planning commissioners present were: Sid MICHAELS, Kesslyn TENCH, Barbara BREASE, Baxter 10 


MERCER, Anne CAPISTRANT, Lee LIGHTFOOT, and Susan BRAUN.  Absent: Steve JONES and Mark 11 


MENKE. Mayor Clay Walker was also present. 12 


 13 


Public Comments 14 


No comments 15 


 16 


Approval of Agenda 17 


Kesslyn TENCH MOVED to approve the agenda as presented.  Lee LIGHTFOOT seconded.  By 18 


unanimous consent, the following meetings were added to the agenda under 14. Time and Place 19 


of Next Meeting: 20 


Agnew::Beck Community Meetings: Monday, October 12, 2015 in Healy at the Tri-Valley 21 


Community Center from 6:00-7:30 PM; Tuesday, October 13, 2015 in Anderson at City Hall 22 


from 6:00-7:30 PM; Wednesday, October 14, 2015 in McKinley Village at the McKinley 23 


Village Community Center from 5:00-6:30 PM. 24 


The VOTE to approve the amended agenda was unanimous. 25 


 26 


Approval of Minutes 27 


Baxter MERCER MOVED to approve the August 18, 2015 public hearing and regular meeting 28 


minutes as presented.  Barbara BREASE seconded. The VOTE to approve the public hearing and 29 


regular meeting minutes was unanimous. 30 


 31 


Correspondence   32 


None 33 


 34 


Plats and Conditional Uses 35 


None 36 


 37 


Reports 38 


Mayor 39 


Mayor Walker reported on the following items:  Mayor Walker attended the Alaska Municipal 40 


League conference in August. He welcomed Anne Capistrant to the planning commission, and 41 


reported that the revised Denali Borough Personnel Policy was approved by the assembly and 42 


that a copy of the revised policy will be given to all commissioners.  Mayor Walker will be 43 
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attending a Municipal Advisory Gasline Board meeting in Fairbanks on Sept 23.  The assembly 1 


has asked Mayor Walker to provide comments on proposed Denali National Park entrance 2 


area trail improvements. The Comprehensive Plan was approved by the assembly at the 3 


September meeting.  The Healy Transportation and Pedestrian Safety committee is continuing 4 


to work on a safety plan which will come to the planning commission for inclusion in the 5 


Comprehensive Plan once completed. Golden Valley Electrical Association is having a 6 


dedication ceremony for Unit 2 on September 21. Denali Borough Emergency Planning and 7 


Projects Coordinator Chris Noel will be presenting on individual and community firewise 8 


planning and prepardness at a meeting for the Panguingue Creek Home Owners Association on 9 


September 23.  Diane Sam contacted the borough regarding an opportunity to map portions or 10 


all of the Denali Borough through a partially state funded program.   By unanimous consent 11 


the commission added State Mapping Opportunity to the October agenda. 12 


 13 


 Borough Planner 14 


Sid MICHAELS asked for an update on PC Resolution 09-06 providing preliminary approval for 15 


a public easement across borough land in the Slate Creek area.  Borough Planner Marsha 16 


Lambert stated that no new information had been submitted.  Baxter MERCER made a motion 17 


for a letter to be sent requesting an update on PC Resolution 09-06. Kesslyn TENCH seconded 18 


the motion.  The VOTE to request an update on PC Resolution 09-06 was unanimous. 19 


 20 


Communication and Appearance Requests 21 


None 22 


 23 


Unfinished Business 24 


Healy Transfer Station Location and Draft Community Survey 25 


Mayor Walker suggested a new location to consider at Milepost 252 along the George Parks 26 


Highway.  The commission discussed the location and asked that this site be included in the 27 


survey.  Mayor Walker provided an update on the Alaska Railroad lease process and possible 28 


costs for the Milepost 2.2 Healy Spur Road location.  The commission discussed which survey 29 


questions might be most valuable, recognizing that other factors will also need to be 30 


considered before a final location decision is made, such as development and management 31 


costs.  The commission discussed the possibility of sending out a survey without the location 32 


sites since so much information is still unknown for some of the sites.  By unanimous consent 33 


the commission requested that the Healy Transfer Station Location and Draft Community 34 


Survey remain on the agenda for the October meeting and asked that two versions of the 35 


survey be available for review: one with the location information included and one with the 36 


location information omitted. 37 


 38 


Planning Services Provided by Agnew::Beck: Borough Land Management 39 


Agnew::Beck has community meetings scheduled in October to publicly review the land 40 


management recommendations and draft land classifications for Denali Borough land. By 41 


unanimous consent Planning Services Provided by Agnew::Beck: Borough Land Management 42 


was postponed to the October agenda. 43 
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 1 


New Business 2 


Resource Extraction Permit Application Discussion 3 


The commission discussed the conflict created by issuing a resource extraction permit or lease 4 


on a parcel of land that is also being considered for the Healy Transfer Station location.  By 5 


unanimous consent the Resource Extraction Permit Application was postponed to the October 6 


agenda. 7 


  8 


Public Comments 9 


None 10 


   11 


Commissioner Comments  12 


Kesslyn TENCH asked for clarification on the roles, responsibilities and authority the borough 13 


has in managing Denali Borough land.  By unanimous consent the roles, responsibilities, and 14 


borough authority for land management was added to the October agenda.  15 


 16 


Barbara BREASE expressed her concern for Denali Borough land in the Otto Lake area and 17 


would like to discuss possible solutions.  She thanked Susan Gauvin and Ivana Haverlikova for 18 


their comments during the public hearing.  Ms. BREASE welcomed Anne Capistrant to the 19 


commission. 20 


  21 


Sid MICHAELS welcomed Anne Capistrant to the commission.  22 


 23 


Time and Place of Next Meeting 24 


The next regular meeting of the commission will be Tuesday, October 20, 2015 at the Tri-Valley 25 


Community Center. Work Session at 6:15 PM, Public Hearing at 7:15 PM with the Regular 26 


Meeting to follow.  27 


 28 


Other Meetings: 29 


Agnew::Beck Community Meetings: Monday, October 12, 2015 in Healy at the Tri-Valley 30 


Community Center from 6:00-7:30 PM; Tuesday, October 13, 2015 in Anderson at City Hall 31 


from 6:00-7:30 PM; Wednesday, October 14, 2015 in McKinley Village at the McKinley Village 32 


Community Center from 5:00-6:30 PM. 33 


   34 


Adjournment 35 


Presiding Officer Sid MICHAELS adjourned the meeting at 8:37 PM. 36 


 37 


 38 


 39 


APPROVED:  ___________________________________________  40 


Sid MICHAELS, Presiding Officer 41 


 42 


 43 
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 1 


ATTEST:  _____________________________________ 2 


   Amber Renshaw, Deputy Clerk   3 


 4 


 5 


 6 


Date Approved:____________ 7 
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November 10, 2015     Tri-Valley Community Center  
7:15 PM Public Hearing       Healy, AK 


 
 


Please state your name, area of residence, and limit your testimony to approximately 
three minutes. 


 
 


1) Healy Transfer Station Location and Draft Community Survey  
a) PC Resolution 15-04 Healy Transfer Station Location 


 
2) Planning Services by Agnew::Beck: Borough Land Management 


 
3) State Mapping Opportunity 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 
 
 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


To discuss matters not listed on the Public Hearing Agenda, the public has two 
opportunities to comment during the Regular Meeting.   


 


 
District 1 
     Lee Lightfoot 
    Deputy Presiding Officer 
     Seat A 
     Term Expires  11-2017 
 
District 2 
     Steve Jones 
     Seat B 
     Term Expires  11-2015 
 
District 3 
     Kesslyn Tench 
     Seat C 
     Term Expires  11-2016 
 
     Mark Menke 
     Seat D 
     Term Expires 11-2016 
 
     Baxter Mercer 
     Seat E 
     Term Expires 11-2017 
 
     Barbara Brease 
     Seat F 
     Term Expires  11-2015 
 
District 4 
     Susan Braun 
     Seat G 
     Term Expires  11-2015 
 
District 5 
     Sid Michaels 
     Presiding Officer 
     Seat H 
     Term Expires  11-2016 
 
     Anne Capistrant 
     Seat I 
     Term Expires  11-2017 
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November 10, 2015     Tri-Valley Community Center  
Follows the Public Hearing      Healy, AK 


  
1) 


 
Call to Order 


2) 
 


Roll Call 


3) Public Comments


 


 (Please provide your name, area of residence, and limit your 
 comments to approximately three minutes.) 


4) 
 


Approval of Agenda 


5) 
a) September 15, 2015 Public Hearing and Regular Meeting 


Approval of the Minutes 


 
6) 


 
Correspondence 


7) Plats and Conditional Uses
 


   


8) 
a) Mayor 


Reports 


b) Borough Planner 
 


9) 
a) PC Resolution 09-06 Update 


Communication and Appearance Request 


 
  10) 


a) Healy Transfer Station Location and Draft Community Survey 
Unfinished Business 


b) PC Resolution 15-04 Healy Transfer Station Location 
c) Planning Services by Agnew::Beck 
d) Resource Extraction Permit Application 


 
11)  New Business


a) State Mapping Opportunity 
  


b) Land Management; Roles and Responsibilities 
c) Otto Lake Land Management Discussion  


 
12) Public Comments
 comments to approximately three minutes.) 


 (Please state your name, area of residence, and limit your 


 
13)  
 


Commissioner Comments 


14) 
          December 15, 2015: Work Session at 6:15 PM; Public Hearing at 
  7:15 PM; Regular Meeting following the Public Hearing, at the Tri-
  Valley Community Center 


Time and Place of Next Meeting 


 
January 19, 2016: Work Session at 6:15 PM; Public Hearing at  
 7:15 PM; Regular Meeting following the Public Hearing, at the Tri-
 Valley Community Center 


                                     
15) Adjournment 


 


Vacant 
Seat A 
Term Expires  01-2012 
 
Steve Jones 
Seat B 
Term Expires  01-2010 
 
Richard Wiebel III 
Seat C 
Term Expires  01-2011 
 
John Miner 
Seat D 
Term Expires 01-2011 
 
Bill Mitchell 
Seat E 
Term Expires 01-2012 
 
Elizabeth Usibelli 
DEPUTY PRESIDING 
OFFICER 
Seat F 
Term Expires  01-2010 
 
Jim Anderson 
PRESIDING OFFICER 
Seat G 
Term Expires  01-2010 
 
Sid Michaels 
Seat H 
Term Expires  01-2011 
 
Vacant 
Seat 1 
Term Expires  01-2012 
 
 


 
District 1 
     Lee Lightfoot 
    Deputy Presiding Officer 
     Seat A 
     Term Expires  11-2017 
 
District 2 
     Steve Jones 
     Seat B 
     Term Expires  11-2015 
 
District 3 
     Kesslyn Tench 
     Seat C 
     Term Expires  11-2016 
 
     Mark Menke 
     Seat D 
     Term Expires 11-2016 
 
     Baxter Mercer 
     Seat E 
     Term Expires 11-2017 
 
     Vacant 
     Seat F 
     Term Expires  11-2015 
 
District 4 
     Vacant 
     Seat G 
     Term Expires  11-2015 
 
District 5 
     Sid Michaels 
     Presiding Officer 
     Seat H 
     Term Expires  11-2016 
 
     Patricia Griggs 
     Seat I 
     Term Expires  11-2017 
 


 


 
District 1 
     Lee Lightfoot 
    Deputy Presiding Officer 
     Seat A 
     Term Expires  11-2017 
 
District 2 
     Steve Jones 
     Seat B 
     Term Expires  11-2015 
 
District 3 
     Kesslyn Tench 
     Seat C 
     Term Expires  11-2016 
 
     Mark Menke 
     Seat D 
     Term Expires 11-2016 
 
     Baxter Mercer 
     Seat E 
     Term Expires 11-2017 
 
     Barbara Brease 
     Seat F 
     Term Expires  11-2015 
 
District 4 
     Susan Braun 
     Seat G 
     Term Expires  11-2015 
 
District 5 
     Sid Michaels 
     Presiding Officer 
     Seat H 
     Term Expires  11-2016 
 
     Anne Capistrant 
     Seat I 
     Term Expires  11-2017 
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November 10, 2015     Tri-Valley Community Center   
6:15 PM Work Session      Healy, AK    


    
 
 
 
1) Healy Transfer Station Location and Draft Community Survey  


a) PC Resolution 15-04 Healy Transfer Station Location 
  
2) Planning Services by Agnew::Beck: Borough Land Management 
 
3) State Mapping Opportunity 
  
 
 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  


 
 
District 1 
     Lee Lightfoot 
    Deputy Presiding Officer 
     Seat A 
     Term Expires  11-2017 
 
District 2 
     Steve Jones 
     Seat B 
     Term Expires  11-2015 
 
District 3 
     Kesslyn Tench 
     Seat C 
     Term Expires  11-2016 
 
     Mark Menke 
     Seat D 
     Term Expires 11-2016 
 
     Baxter Mercer 
     Seat E 
     Term Expires 11-2017 
 
     Barbara Brease 
     Seat F 
     Term Expires  11-2015 
 
District 4 
     Susan Braun 
     Seat G 
     Term Expires  11-2015 
 
District 5 
     Sid Michaels 
     Presiding Officer 
     Seat H 
     Term Expires  11-2016 
 
     Anne Capistrant 
     Seat I 
     Term Expires  11-2017 
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  HEALY SOLID WASTE 


 
TRANSFER STATION SURVEY 


The Denali Borough Assembly passed Resolution 15-06 supporting the development of the concept of a 
Healy Transfer Station. The Healy Transfer Station would likely be modeled after the Cantwell Transfer 
Station at MP 213: 


• Hours of operation: Monday 10am-2pm, Wednesday 4pm-9pm, Saturday 11am-6pm 
• Fenced area with a gatekeeper and gatehouse 
• 30 yard bins with solid lids that crank up and down 
• $2 per bag or $15 per cubic yard 
• 5 cubic yards maximum per visit 
• Only for residential household refuse and household hazardous waste 
• No Construction & Demolition (C&D) waste, vehicles, or refrigerators will be accepted at the transfer 


station. These items need to be taken to the landfill. 
 
This survey can also be completed online at: 
 
Or complete this survey and return to the address at the end of the survey. 
 


1. At what approximate highway milepost do you live? 
 


2. Should there be a solid waste transfer station in the Healy area? 
 


  Yes       No     Undecided 
 


3. Would you use the transfer station?  Yes       No 
 


4. Approximately how many bags of garbage do you produce per week? 


 1    2-3   3-5   5+ 


5. How do you dispose of your garbage now? (mark all that apply) 
 


Pacific Waste     Landfill      Cantwell Transfer Station         


Fairbanks          Burn Barrel  


6. Where should it be located? 


Panguingue Creek north gravel pit (MP 252.9)?          Yes   No 


Mile 0.2 Lignite Road?               Yes    No 


North of Dry Creek Bridge, east side of highway (About MP 250)?  Yes        No 


Mile 2.1 Healy Spur Road (across from Healy River Airport)?Yes ____  No ____ 
 


Panguingue Creek south of State gravel pit (MP 252)?       Yes        No 


 
Other possible sites on borough land? 
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7. What days of the week should it be open?  


 Monday   Tuesday    Wednesday   Thursday    Friday 


Saturday      Sunday 


8. What time should the Healy Transfer Station open? 


8 am   9 am  10 am  11 am  Noon 


9. What time should the Healy Transfer Station close? 


6 pm   7pm  8pm  9pm 


10. Should the hours of operation vary on different days of the week? Yes        No 


11. Should there be a place within the fenced area where people can leave items that might be 
useable by others?  Yes      No 


 
Questions 12 -15 would be services provided for a fee. 


12. Should coal ash be accepted?  Yes      No 
 
13. Should brush be accepted?  Yes      No 
 
14. Although not available at this time, would you be interested in a recycling program in the 


Denali Borough in the future: 
aluminum cans       cardboard      paper      plastic 


Not Interested  other (explain) 
 


15. Would you be interested in composting Area?  Yes       No 
 


 


16. Questions you would like to see answered or comments you would like to make: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


Please return this survey to: 
Denali Borough 


Attention: Planner 
Box 480 


Healy, AK 99743 
 


 
 


OR 
 


 
 


Drop it off at the Denali Borough Office, 
located in the Tri-Valley Community Center. 


Fax: 907-683-1340 
E-mail: dbgovt@mtaonline.net 
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  HEALY SOLID WASTE 


 
TRANSFER STATION SURVEY 


The Denali Borough Assembly passed Resolution 15-06 supporting the development of the concept of a 
Healy Transfer Station. The Healy Transfer Station would likely be modeled after the Cantwell Transfer 
Station at MP 213: 


• Hours of operation: Monday 10am-2pm, Wednesday 4pm-9pm, Saturday 11am-6pm 
• Fenced area with a gatekeeper and gatehouse 
• 30 yard bins with solid lids that crank up and down 
• $2 per bag or $15 per cubic yard 
• 5 cubic yards maximum per visit 
• Only for residential household refuse and household hazardous waste 
• No Construction & Demolition (C&D) waste, vehicles, or refrigerators will be accepted at the transfer 


station. These items need to be taken to the landfill. 
 
This survey can also be completed online at: 
 
Or complete this survey and return to the address at the end of the survey. 
 


1. At what approximate highway milepost do you live? 
 


2. Should there be a solid waste transfer station in the Healy area? 
 


  Yes       No     Undecided 
 


3. Would you use the transfer station?  Yes       No 
 


4. Approximately how many bags of garbage do you produce per week? 


 1    2-3   3-5   5+ 


5. How do you dispose of your garbage now? (mark all that apply) 
 


Pacific Waste     Landfill      Cantwell Transfer Station         


Fairbanks          Burn Barrel  


6. Where should it be located? 


Panguingue Creek north gravel pit (MP 252.9)?          Yes   No 


Mile 0.2 Lignite Road?               Yes    No 


North of Dry Creek Bridge, east side of highway (About MP 250)?  Yes        No 


Mile 2.1 Healy Spur Road (across from Healy River Airport)?Yes ____  No ____ 
 


Panguingue Creek south of State gravel pit (MP 252)?       Yes        No 


 
Other possible sites on borough land? 
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7. What days of the week should it be open?  


 Monday   Tuesday    Wednesday   Thursday    Friday 


Saturday      Sunday 


8. What time should the Healy Transfer Station open? 


8 am   9 am  10 am  11 am  Noon 


9. What time should the Healy Transfer Station close? 


6 pm   7pm  8pm  9pm 


10. Should the hours of operation vary on different days of the week? Yes        No 


11. Should there be a place within the fenced area where people can leave items that might be 
useable by others?  Yes      No 


 
Questions 12 -15 would be services provided for a fee. 


12. Should coal ash be accepted?  Yes      No 
 
13. Should brush be accepted?  Yes      No 
 
14. Although not available at this time, would you be interested in a recycling program in the 


Denali Borough in the future: 
aluminum cans       cardboard      paper      plastic 


Not Interested  other (explain) 
 


15. Would you be interested in composting Area?  Yes       No 
 


 


16. Questions you would like to see answered or comments you would like to make: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


Please return this survey to: 
Denali Borough 


Attention: Planner 
Box 480 


Healy, AK 99743 
 


 
 


OR 
 


 
 


Drop it off at the Denali Borough Office, 
located in the Tri-Valley Community Center. 


Fax: 907-683-1340 
E-mail: dbgovt@mtaonline.net 













 
 


DENALI BOROUGH, ALASKA 
PLANNING COMMISSION 


 
RESOLUTION NO. PC 15-04 


 
A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF THE THREE (3)  


IDENTIFIED LOCATIONS FOR A POTENTIAL HEALY SOLID WASTE TRANSFER 
STATION 


 
WHEREAS, all formal acts by the Planning Commission must be by resolution; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Denali Borough Assembly passed and approved Resolution 15-06 “A Resolution of The 
Denali Borough Assembly Concerning a Solid Waste Transfer Station in the Healy Area” which “supports 
the Denali Borough Mayor proceed with public outreach to establish a site location for the facility”; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Mayor asked the Planning Commission to assist in considering where such a public 
facility might best be located, starting with a few recommendations; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Planning Commission held six monthly public hearings on this topic, receiving significant 
public comment; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Planning Commission held a successful Open House on this topic on September 15th; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Denali Borough Planning Commission, based upon public input, rejected two locations 
and added two other locations thus honing down three (3) potential locations for a potential transfer station 
in the Healy area; and 
 
WHEREAS, the locations are listed as: 


1. The material site at mile post 253 on the east side of the George Parks Highway. (Denali 
Borough Land) 


2. Mile post 252 south of the State of Alaska Department of Transportation material site on the 
east side the George Parks Highway. (Denali Borough Land) 


3.  Mile 2 on the Healy Spur Road across from the Healy Airstrip. (Alaska Railroad Land); and 
 


WHEREAS, the cost of construction and operation of potential sites shall be evaluated prior to a final 
location selection;  
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Denali Borough Planning Commission supports the siting of 
a Healy Solid Waste Transfer Station at one of these three locations. 
 
PASSED and APPROVED by the Denali Borough Planning Commission this 10th day of November, 
2015. 
 


 
 


_____________________________________________________ 
Sidney Michaels, Presiding Officer           


 
 
 







 
 


ATTEST: ____________________________________________ 
Amber Renshaw, Deputy Clerk 


 
 
 
 
 
VOTE:  YEA –  
 NAY – 
 ABSENT – 





